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Wildlife Crime 

Extended Teacher Support Materials and 

Activities 
The activities provide pupils with opportunities to achieve Key Stage 3 learning 

outcomes from the PSE Framework for 7 to 19 year olds in Wales. 

ASB 

Follow-up 

activity 

Links with the PSE Framework for 7 to 19 year olds  

in Wales 

Skills Range 

1. What is   

wildlife 

crime? 

 

 communicate confidently 

personal feelings and 

views through a range of 

appropriate methods 

 consider others’ views to 

inform opinions and make 

informed decisions and 

choices effectively 

 develop a sense of personal 

responsibility towards local 

and global issues, e.g. 
protecting biodiversity 

 

2. Mix and  

Match 

 use some prior knowledge 

to explain links between 

cause and effect 

 develop a sense of personal 

responsibility towards local 

and global issues, e.g. 
protecting biodiversity 

3. The 

Killing in  

the 

Woods 

 

 communicate confidently 

personal feelings and 

views through a range of 

appropriate methods 

 consider others’ views to 

inform opinions and make 

informed decisions and 

choices effectively 

 appreciate that people’s 

actions and perspectives 

are influenced by their 

values 

 understand the key aspects 

of the criminal justice 

system and how they relate 

to young people 

 

4. Wildlife  

Crime 

Quiz 

 identify and assess bias 

and reliability, e.g. 
evaluate messages from 
the media 

 understand the key aspects 

of the criminal justice 

system and how they relate 

to young people 

5. Opinion  

       finders  

 

 communicate confidently 

personal feelings and 

views through a range of 

appropriate methods 

 consider others’ views to 

 appreciate that people’s 

actions and perspectives 

are influenced by their 

values 

 understand topical local 



 

 2 

inform opinions and make 

informed decisions and 

choices effectively 

 listen attentively in 

different situations and 

respond appropriately 

(and global) issues. 

 

 

6. Hassle Lines 

 communicate confidently 

personal feelings and 

views through a range of 

appropriate methods 

 consider others’ views to 

inform opinions and make 

informed decisions and 

choices effectively 

 listen attentively in 

different situations and 

respond appropriately 

 appreciate that people’s 

actions and perspectives 

are influenced by their 

values 

 understand what they 

believe to be right and 

wrong actions and the moral 

dilemmas involved in life 

situations 

 understand how conflict 

can arise from different 

views and be aware of the 

role of pressure groups. 

 

7. Internet  

   Research 

 identify and assess bias 

and reliability, e.g. 
evaluate messages from 
the media 

 find and develop 

information and ideas 

 understand topical local 

(and global) issues. 

 

8.  Wildlife  

    Crime Class     

    Debate 

 communicate confidently 

personal feelings and 

views through a range of 

appropriate methods 

 consider others’ views to 

inform opinions and make 

informed decisions and 

choices effectively 

 appreciate that people’s 

actions and perspectives 

are influenced by their 

values 

 understand what they 

believe to be right and 

wrong actions and the moral 

dilemmas involved in life 

situations 

 understand how conflict 

can arise from different 

views and be aware of the 

role of pressure groups. 
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These learning activities also provide opportunities for pupils to explore Education 

for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC). For example, to 

understand: 

 the interdependence of organisms, food webs, energy flows and the impact of 

external influences on these 

 how human activity changes local and global environments 

 the urgency and importance of protecting biodiversity at a local and global level 
 

The teacher information (resource 0.a) provides back ground information on the topic 

and the wildlife power point provides stimuli pictures if required (resource 0.b.) The 

resources provide follow-up learning activities that will enable open discussion of 

anti-social behaviour in relation to wildlife crime. 

 

Activity 1: What is wildlife crime? 
 

Purpose: To establish pupils’ prior knowledge before starting a topic on wildlife 

crime. 

Ask the pupils to define ‘crime’.  Record suggestions and agree a class definition. 

A definition is provided below: 

A crime is committed if a person fails to act in accordance with the law 

Now ask the pupils to think of examples of and to define ‘wildlife crime’.  Again 

record suggestions and agree a class definition.  A definition is provided below: 

Harming, disturbing, buying or selling wild animals or plants that are protected 
by law 

In small groups, ask the pupils to prepare a topic map about wildlife crime showing 

examples of wildlife crime, what they already know and what they would like to find 

out. (Sheet 1 a) 

Alternatively, the pupils could use a KWL grid (Know – Want to Know – Learned) to 

record their present level of knowledge about wildlife crime and what gaps may exist 

in that knowledge, to structure progress in their learning and to analyse what new 

information has been learned after research. (Sheet 1 b) 
 

Activity 2: Mix and Match  
 

Purpose: a literacy-related activity to introduce key vocabulary, with examples and 

to establish pupils’ prior knowledge. 

 

Resources 

Set of cards for each pair/group – resource 2a. 
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Arrange the pupils into pairs or small groups.  Ask the pupils to sort the cards to 

match the key word with its definition and an example. 

 

Once the pupils have sorted the cards, ask each group to identify the examples of 

wildlife crime. 

 

Plenary; class thought shower to think of other examples for each key word. 

 

Activity 3: The Killing in the Woods 

 

Aim: To enable the learners to work in groups to solve a wildlife crime mystery. 

Purpose 

Mysteries develop thinking skills, improve the quality of pupils' discussions and 

explanations and promote speaking and listening. They require pupils to 

 problem-solve 

 give opinions and support them with reasons 

 make connections between their ideas and those of others 
 

Explain that the task is a mystery. The challenge is to solve the puzzle of ‘The Killing 

in the Woods’ and that the mystery statements contain information to help the 

groups decide.  
 

Arrange the class into small mixed ability groups (of 3-5).  Ask the groups to spend a 

short time considering the best way to tackle the task.  
 

Give out the mystery statements (resource 3a - random statements) to the each 

group of pupils. Ask the pupils to mix the statements and take it in turns to read 

them as they sort them.   
 

Give 10 minutes for the groups to consider the information and come up with possible 

answers. Listen to the group discussions and help groups if necessary by asking 

prompt questions. Try not to tell pupils the answers! (resource 3b - teacher answer 

sheet) 

Explain that the groups will be asked to offer their solution to the class in a few 

minutes. Explain the importance of showing their reasoning with phrases like ‘…and 

that means that….’, or ‘that shows that…’ or ‘we think that because…’ etc. Allow time 

for groups to plan what they will say. 

 

Ask one or two groups for their solutions and the reasons behind their decision.  

Encourage other groups to add ideas/alternative solutions. Ask one or two groups for 

their solutions and the reasons behind their decision.  Ask other groups to add 

ideas/alternative solutions.         
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Plenary:  

1.  Recap the wildlife crime/legal aspects of the mystery. Leaving poisoned baits in 

the countryside to kill birds of prey is illegal. Banned pesticides are highly toxic and 

can harm members of the public or their pets. 

2. Key messages: If you think you have found poisoned bait or a victim of a poisoning, 

do not touch, warn others to stay away, note the exact location and details of any 

evidence, and cover the items if possible. 

3. Explain how to report a wildlife crime (see below). 

The activity should always be followed by a short debriefing session in which the 

learning involved in the mystery can be made explicit. This encourages reflection, and 

evaluation of the ways the mystery was solved leads pupils towards awareness of 

their own thinking (metacognition). 

 

Extension; literacy-related activity  

 

Writing for information 

Write a headline and short news article for the local newspaper setting out the main 

points from the wildlife mystery activity. 

 

How you can help 

If you witness a suspected wildlife crime in action call 999 immediately and ask for 

the police. For all other enquires call your local Police control room.  

 

For your own safety, do not approach suspects yourself or touch anything at the 

scene. If possible give information on: 

 

 What is happening / has happened? 

 The exact location (a map reference or local landmark can be useful) 

 The date and time of the incident 

 Is any physical evidence of the crime available? e.g. dead bird, suspected 

poison bait, illegal trap etc. 

 Who is involved (e.g. number of people, clothing worn, tools being carried or any 

dogs) 

 The make, colour and registration number of any vehicle 

 If it is safe to do so, take photos which may be used as evidence and remember 

to ask the police for an incident reference number 
 

Many police forces have special wildlife crime officers. Their details may be shown on 

the force website or you can ring your local police station using the non-emergency 

number and ask to speak to the wildlife crime officer. 
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Background information 

 

During 2010 the RSPB received 128 confirmed reports of poisoning incidents, 

including 69 confirmed incidents of abuse involving the poisoning of at least 129 

individual birds or animals. It is believed that these published figures represent only 

a fraction of the number of incidents regarding each category, as many remain 

undetected and unreported, particularly those that occur in private and remote 

areas. 

 

Activity 4: Wildlife Crime Quiz 

 

Purpose: a paired, small group (3 or 4s) activity to:  
 

 challenge myths and develop an accurate understanding of the nature and scale 

of wildlife crime; and 

 to help pupils differentiate between legal and illegal practices. 

 
Resources:  

 Wildlife crime true/false PowerPoint – resource 4.a 

 Sheet 4.b – ASBO web article 

 

Questions 

1. Wildlife crime involves people buying, selling, harming or disturbing wild 

animals or plants that are protected by law. 

True; The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, which was amended by the 

Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, sets out penalties for wildlife crimes. 

2. It is legal to use poisons traps or snares to kill animals that are harming 

your property. 

False; Penalties for such wildlife crimes that can be imposed (under the Wildlife 

and Countryside Act 1981) include a £5,000 maximum fine and six months 

imprisonment. 

3. An ASBO cannot be issued for crimes against nature. 

 

False; see ‘RSPB bird egg stealing’ article as an example of anti-social behaviour. 

 

4. Taking protected plants and animals from the wild can push a whole species 

closer to extinction.  

True; of the 1,467 plant species found in Wales, 17.5% are threatened with 
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extinction. Some are found in Wales and nowhere else in the world. 

5. One quarter of sites of special scientific interest in Wales can be reached 

within 1km of a town or city. 

True; it is easy for anyone to visit a site of special scientific interest and so 

protecting wildlife from crime is an issue that affects us all. 

 

 

6. The problems faced by badgers in Wales are mainly caused by the activities 

of humans.  

 

True; badgers have no natural predator in the UK. Examples of legal human 

activities include: 

 Cutting down the woods where badgers live  

 Building on the fields where badgers find food  

 Badgers getting knocked down on our roads.  

 Badger culling by the Welsh Government in relation to TB in cattle.  

 

Illegal threats include:  

 fighting badgers with dogs, known as ‘badger baiting;  

 badger-digging and sett interference; 

 poisoning; and  

 badgers getting caught in snares.  

 

7.  Most cases of wildlife crime are reported to the police. 

False; the official figures represent only a fraction of the total number of 

incidents of wildlife crime, as many remain undetected and unreported, 

particularly those that occur in remote areas. 

8. It is legal to take in and keep most injured wild birds to look after them so 

long as they are released as soon as they are fit.  

True; certain species, however, must be registered with DEFRA before they 

can legally be kept. This includes most of the UK's rare breeding species and 

all birds of prey, except owls, buzzards, kestrels and sparrowhawks. 

9. It is OK to poach deer in the UK. 

False: While deer are not a protected species, there are strict rules about 

hunting them. In the shooting seasons you can shoot deer, but only if you have 

a firearms certificate and you own the shooting rights, or you have the 

permission of the land owner. 
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10. You will be committing a criminal offence if you deliberately capture, 

injure or kill a bat. 

 True; In Britain all bat species and their roosts are legally protected. 

 

Follow-up literacy activity; reading for information. 

Ask the pupils to read the web article about anti-social behaviour and wildlife crime 

(sheet 4.a). 

Ask the pupils to discuss the points raised in the article from the perspective of: 

 the magistrates; why did you issue an ASBO?; would a fine or prison sentence 

be a more appropriate penalty? 

 the egg collector; consider his motives; will the ASBO be a deterrent? 

 the RSPB; what more could be done to make the public aware and prevent egg 

theft? 

 

Activity 5: Opinion finders  

 
Purpose: Pupils are encouraged to discuss a series of statements about attitudes to 

wildlife crime. Interaction with peers encourages more detailed feedback and pupils 

learn from hearing the views of others. The activity is inclusive as a limited amount of 

writing is required.  
   

Give an opinion finder activity sheet (resource 5.a) to each pupil. Ask the pupils to 

move freely amongst their class. Each pupil should in turn ask the others their 

opinions regarding the statements on the opinion finder activity sheet in a carousel of 

paired discussions.  
 

Pupils will either agree or disagree with the statements. A tally should be kept by 

pupils of each response. 

 

Plenary; a whole class discussion of the opinions given for each statement. 

 

Activity 6: Hassle Lines  
 

Purpose; A structured paired role-play activity which allows pupils to explore 

differing viewpoints relating to a particular topic. Use the role play cards (resource 

6a). 
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 Using one pair of cards at a time 

 Arrange the class into two equal groups 

 Ask the two groups to form two lines facing each other 

 The pupils in line 1 are assigned a role 

 The pupils in line 2 are assigned a different role 

 Allow the pupils time to read their scenario/role (see sheet 6a) and prepare 

for the role play 

 Each pair should then act out the given scenario. 

Plenary; Ask each line in turn to summarise the key points raised for their point of 

view.  Ask the class to suggest compromise solutions. Finally ask the class to vote to 

decide which point of view they agree with. 

 

Repeat with different scenarios for example, 

 

 Scenario A; Shoot to kill 

 Scenario B; Going batty  

 Scenario C; A fishy tale 

 Scenario D; TB or not TB 
 

Activity 7: Internet Research  

Learning outcomes 

 To understand the personal, social and legal consequences of wildlife crime 

 To find and develop, create and present information and ideas 
 

1. In small groups (3/4s) using the websites listed on page 14 and/or other approved 

sites, ask the pupils to research one type of wildlife crime in Wales from the 

following list: 

 Poaching (in particular deer poaching) 

 Disturbance of nesting birds/egg collecting 

 Badger persecution  

 Bird of prey persecution, including egg theft, chick theft and nest 

disturbance/destruction with a focus on peregrine, golden eagle, goshawk, hen 

harrier, red kite and white-tailed eagle). 

 

2. Ask the pupils to research: 

 what threats the animals are faced with; 

 what protection is provided by the law; 

 

3. Ask the pupils to identify the reasons why people commit that type of wildlife 

crime. 

4. Ask each group to highlight the anti-social and legal consequences of the type of 

wildlife crime they are researching. 
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5. Each group should decide how best to summarise and present their research 

findings.  

6. As a follow up activity, ask each group to prepare a short presentation for their 

peers on the topic ‘The consequences of wildlife crime…... (a named example)’. 

 

This activity could link with, and provide evidence for, the assessment of 

Communication using Essential Skills Wales criteria. For key stage 4 pupils, it could 

also contribute to portfolio evidence for the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification. 

 

Websites 
 

 RSPCA 

 

A range of materials with a focus on animal welfare/cruelty. 

http://www.rspca.org.uk/education/youthjustice/yotfacilitationdetails/-

/education/MakingAPositiveContributionToAnimalWelfareWhatCouldIDo/section/aim

sObjectives 

 

 RSPB 

 

A Law section which explains how wild birds and their eggs and nests are protected 

by the law and statistics about wild bird crime.  

http://www.rspb.org.uk/advice/law/ 

 

 Badger Trust     

  

Information about watching badgers safely. 

http://www.badgertrust.org.uk/Content/Home.asp 

 

 Bat Conservation Trust 

 

Information including a ‘Bats and the Law’ section which explains potential criminal 

offences.  

www.bats.org.uk 

 

 The Crown Prosecution Service 

 

Detailed web pages describing the range of wildlife offences. 

http://www.cps.gov.uk/legal/v_to_z/wildlife_offences/ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rspca.org.uk/education/youthjustice/yotfacilitationdetails/-/education/MakingAPositiveContributionToAnimalWelfareWhatCouldIDo/section/aimsObjectives
http://www.rspca.org.uk/education/youthjustice/yotfacilitationdetails/-/education/MakingAPositiveContributionToAnimalWelfareWhatCouldIDo/section/aimsObjectives
http://www.rspca.org.uk/education/youthjustice/yotfacilitationdetails/-/education/MakingAPositiveContributionToAnimalWelfareWhatCouldIDo/section/aimsObjectives
http://www.rspb.org.uk/advice/law/
http://www.badgertrust.org.uk/Content/Home.asp
http://www.bats.org.uk/
http://www.cps.gov.uk/legal/v_to_z/wildlife_offences/
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Activity 8: Wildlife Crime Class Debate  

 

The internet research activity, and other learning activities, could be used to prepare 

the pupils to take part in a class debate about wildlife crime, helping them to consider 

other points of view, clarify their attitudes and apply their thinking skills to a real 

life context. 

 

The class needs an understanding of how a debate works in order for them to have a 

clear picture of what is going to happen and what their part in it is. Key terms such as 

'for’ and 'against', 'chair', "summing up', voting', 'motion' need to be introduced and 

explained as necessary. Once the group understands the activity, they will need a topic 

to debate. The topic can be arrived at in various ways: 

 The teacher suggests a motion that they would like the young people to debate. 

 2 or 3 motions are suggested by the teacher and the class is asked to vote on 

the one they would like to debate. 

 The class suggests topics and one is chosen. 

 

Possible motions/discussion statements might include: 

 Its OK to poach a salmon from the local river if your family is hungry 
 Farmers should be able to protect their animals by killing birds of prey 
 Badgers should be culled to reduce the spread of tuberculosis 
 It is socially acceptable to kill wild animals in the name of sport 

 
 

 


